JANUARY 2013

“When all these things begin to happen... look up for your salvation is near!” - Luke 21:28

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR...

t was a busy Christmas season - but we made

it through into the New Year. It began with the
opportunity to share the ‘CHRISTmas’ message
with over 500 students and teachers at the local
High School for their annual Christmas party. To be
honest | was expecting to share a more traditional
message. Perhaps the story of the shepherds in
the field, the wise men who came to worship, or
the story of the nativity itself. To my surprise the
teachers asked me to share on the ‘End of the world’!
As it turned out their party was on December 20th
- the day before the infamous December 21st, 2012
end of the world prediction. The students were
all a buzz with questions and speculation so the teachers thought it presented a golden
opportunity to talk about what God says about the ‘End Times’. With 500 young people
intently listening we got to share the Biblical time line that leads up to the end of the
world. We concluded by encouraging the kids that Christmas is not the only time of year
we should be thinking about Jesus. We need to ‘Look up’ everyday - Luke 21:28 - because
Jesus is coming back soon.

The proceeding Sunday we had our 4th annual Children’s Christmas play at the church.
Many of the kids dressed up as shepherds, kings, and sheep along with Mary and Joseph
to reenact the birth of Jesus. There was also an all kids choir that sang along with timeless
Christmas Carols.

In between Christmas and New Years Jen and I took a couple of days to go and visit her
older brother and his family (including two adorable twin boys) in Davao on the Island
of Mindanao. It took us about 18 hours to drive there on roads that were at times
‘interesting’ to say the least, but it was a beautiful trip and a blessing to see the family.

On New Years Eve we had our 4th annual Prophecy update. We intended to have the
teaching along with a power point presentation in the local plaza, but a surprise rain
shower spoiled our plans. Were were left to scramble back to our house as everyone
tried not to get wet. After the teaching (and the rain storm) we all went outside and had a
wonderful fireworks show. It was a GREAT way to ring in the New Year.
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CURRENT EVENTS...

fter only four years of Sunday morning Bible Studies, on

the first Sunday of 2013 we officially finished the four
Gospels. To celebrate we had four cakes - each one decorated
with the name of one of the four Gospels. Having finished
with the life of Jesus we are excited to move on into the book
of Acts and see how God built His church!

One of the elders in the church - Amado - had been going
up to a remote mountain community called Cunalom (it
about a 4 hour hike from where the road ends 2 miles up from
the church) to teach a study. He is originally from the area
and the Lord had been burdening his heart to go back up
there because the church there has no pastor / no one to love
and feed the people. At first the church was VERY open to the
idea and even invited Amado to teach their Sunday service. He began teaching them through the book of Luke - and they
loved the teaching - till they found out it was not from ‘their’ denomination. Though there is nothing ‘denominational’
about the Gospel of Luke - since Amado was not trained in their seminary they were unwilling to allow him to continue

to teach in their church. Amado tried to explain to them that religion was not important - all that mattered was having a
relationship with Jesus Christ - but they would not listen. Although he was a touch discouraged by their stubborn stance,
[ had talked with Amado before he left and had given him the heads up that sometimes you cannot put ‘New wine into

old wine skins’ - Matthew 2:22. It might be that to reach the people there he needed to start something new. He is now
praying about beginning a home Bible study in Cunalom - a church plant - so he can teach and love the people there by
giving them the simple Word of God!

e have the annual board meeting for the church coming up next week and there are some exciting things we are

looking forward to making decision about. For 4 years we have been meeting in a converted chicken barn for
church every Sunday. It has been a blessing - and minus the slight annoyance of having to raise your voice if the chickens
get excited - it has served us very well. Yet one of the dilemmas of the existing location has always been that it is located
down a hill and difficult to see from the main road. It is also on land borrowed from one of the families in the church
(every Sunday we take over their property and bathroom). So we have been praying that perhaps the time has come to
move the church to a more permanent location. The church has acquired about 2 acres of Land right on the main road
as a livelihood project to plant and harvest sugar cane. The question is whether we upgrade the buildings at the existing
church site (add a bathroom / repair the roof), or if we choose to build a new building at the new site. Either way it will be
exciting to see what the Lord does!

PRAYER REQUESTS...

o The Bible Studies - for the Word to change lives

o The Story of Jesus outreach into the schools

o Raising up pastors - looking forward to transitioning the church
o Bible Studies taught by men in the church

o The people in the Bukid (mountain) - to be open to Jesus!

o Strength for those families who are standing up for Jesus!

° The radio - direction with the ‘franchise’ - and the NTC

o Our marriage - grow closer to Jesus and to each other

o Flexibility and humility - we would be full of Jesus!
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