
THANK YOU LORD FOR GOOD FRIENDS... 

 

J en and I had the privilege of having our very 
dear friend Pastor Matt Enterline come over 

to visit us for two weeks.  It was a HUGE 
blessing and encouragement for us to have him 
here.  The time went too quickly and we miss 
him already.  He shared this really sweet letter 
with us that we wanted to share with all of you... 
 
A LETTER FROM PASTOR MATT... 

 
Spiders the size of your hand, roosters waking you up at 3am, brownouts removing all hope of fans to ease 
the sweat pouring from your body, and bug bites that could kill if the humidity doesn’t do it first. But all 
these are insignificant to the overwhelming presence of God and the fruit that flows out of the ministry 
and the lives of Pastor Dave and Jen Hinchey. 
 

I arrived in the Philippines on October 5th, not knowing what to expect there in Himamaylan, but excited 
to see the moving of the Lord. From the first Bible study that night I knew that God was at work. Pastor 
Dave was going through the book of 
Exodus in the Tuesday night Bible study 
and was dealing with the Tabernacle and 
the High Priests in the studies I 
attended. As I sat back in the elevated 
Nipa hut I watched as Dave taught in 
English and the occasional Ilongo as Jen 
translated. Watching the reactions of the 
people to the teaching was a moving 
experience. Their hunger for God was 
evident as they were taught about a 
relationship with Him that would change 
their lives forever. At each Bible study I 
watched the same thing transpire in all 
the people. They were learning about a 
loving, relational God that they had 
never known existed. I loved how the 
Bible studies played out as Pastor Dave would lead in worship (Ilongo) and then  teach (English translated to 
Ilongo) for about 45 minutes followed by a Q & A time (English translated to Ilongo) which was at least as long 
or longer than the actual Bible study. It was so sweet to watch them so engaged in the study time that they 
didn’t want to leave. And that was the adult studies. Since I am a Children’s Pastor I am drawn to those 
precious children and God is working through Bembem and Je (the Children’s ministry teachers) as evidently as 
with the adults. Watching Bembem, with his great smile and ridiculously contagious laugh, minister to the 
children was such a blessing to see. All in all, God is working in ways so mightily that the evidences are 
seen through the 
abundant fruit that 
is produced on a 
daily basis there.  
 

But ministering 
there has its unique 
challenges as there 
are trials and 
hurdles to 
overcome 
constantly, from the 
various churches 
and church leaders 
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who do not want them there, to the individuals that 
are anti-God, to the cultural differences to always be 
aware of, and even more complex issues. But it is their 
constant reliance on the Lord that continues to move 
them forward as they minister to a people hungry for 
a relationship with Jesus. 
 

One thing that stood out for me was Pastor Dave’s 
vision of ministering there. His vision is totally 
reproducible by those local men being raised up in the 
church. Unfortunately, we sometimes see in missions 
a 100% American church financed mission, which is 
not a bad thing but can be very difficult for the local 
people to duplicate. The day-to-day operations of the 
church there does not operate off of American 
money, but use what is available. If a Bible study is 
started, they meet under a tree or in one of the Nipa 
huts. Their Sunday morning service is held in a chicken barn. Those involved in the church meet on Saturdays to have a work day to 
repair needed areas of the buildings and those who have various talents donate their time to helping in repairing vehicles, building 
walls, adding features to existing buildings, and the list goes on. As men are being raised up that have God’s call on their life, Dave is 
seeing that call and taking them through a ministry training which equips them to go out and do a similar style of ministry. Watching 
those men from various villages in that ministry training was great. These men who wouldn’t necessarily be seen together were all 
studying the Word, encouraging one another in the Lord, being equipped to go out to their villages and teach in a chicken barn or 
Nipa hut to the people of the love of Jesus Christ. 
 

So, if you can’t tell by now, God is working there in Himamaylan in the Bukid (which means mountain). It was hard for me to get a sense 
of what went on over there without actually seeing it. But, after seeing it I was amazed at how God was working. I could continue 
writing until this becomes a book, but for the sake of time I will stop here. Please keep Pastor Dave and Jen and all those involved in 

the ministry there in your prayers. I know they’ll appreciate it. 
 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND BAPTISMS... 
 
One of the great truths in life is to expect the unexpected!  
Jesus has a way of springing things on you when you least 
expect them.  Like the opportunity to have Pastor Matt share 
the Gospel with all of the kids at the San Antonio public 
Elementary School.  (Pastor Matt is in the picture to the left - he is 
just hard to spot in the midst of all the cute little Filipino smiles.) 
 

We also had a young lady who came up after church the other 
Sunday and asked us to take her down to the local river and 
baptize her!  That sounded like a great idea to us so right after 

Sunday service a group of us went down to Calasa bridge crossing (where many of the people do their 
laundry), shared a short Bible study about the purpose of being baptized, then waded out into the 
water (church clothes and all) and dunked her.   
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
• The Bible Studies (10 of them) - for the Word to change lives 
• The hearts of the people in the Bukid (mountain) - open to Jesus! 
• Strength for those families who are standing up for Jesus! 
• The radio station -  favor with the “franchise” - and the NTC  
• Our marriage - constantly grow closer to Jesus & each other 
• Still praying for God to give us a ‘Baby Hinchey’... 
• Flexibility and humility - we would both be full of Jesus! 

 Cell: 011-63-921-747-3931 ~ Phone: 011-63-034-744-7210 ~ US Number: 951-263-5347 
Miguel Residence ~ Nasug-ong, Himamaylan City 6108 ~ Negros Occidental, Philippines 

Email: david@ccbf.net ~ Web: www.simbahansabukid.com ~ Skype or Facebook: davidhinchey  
(contact us if you would like to be added to our email update list) 


