
THANKSGIVING / CHURCH ANNIVERSARY... 
 

W e celebrated Thanksgiving and the church’s 2nd year 
anniversary the last Sunday of 
November.  We decorated the 
sanctuary with banana trees, fruits, and 
flowers giving thanks for all God 
provides for us!  We had a full house 
as we continued our study through the 
book of Luke.  After the service the 
kids sang a couple of songs for us and 
each adorably shared what they were 
thankful to God for.  Then the adults 
had their turn to share - it was a 
blessing to hear as they gave thanks for the family God 
had given them, for opportunity to be able to study and 
understand His Word, but most importantly for the 
sacrifice of Jesus!  After the service we all sat down to a 
native potluck meal of suman, bihon, and valenciana!  
Everyone went away stuffed (with leftovers to spare)! 
 
MT. KANLAON MEN’S REATREAT... 
 

W e have been planning a Men’s retreat for a 
number of months now.  The plan was to climb 

up the tallest mountain on the Island - Mt. Kanlaon.  
The catch - it also happens to be one of the most active volcanoes in the Philippines! It last erupted in 2006 
and has a reputation for being unpredictable - perfect for a retreat!  We left on a Sunday afternoon and 
spent the night at the base of the mountain - there we went through a Bible study on Romans 7.  Early the 
next morning we started the 4 1/2 hour ascent to our camp near the top.  There we set up tents next to the 
inactive ‘old crater’.  The clouds cleared in the early afternoon and we were able to summit to the active 

crater - the highest point in all of the Visayas.  The view was 
breathtaking - we could see all of Negros Island!  We came 
back down and continued our Bible study in Romans 8 - 
victory in Jesus!  It was an unreal backdrop for studying the 
freedom we have in Christ!  That night - colder than I have 
ever been in the Philippines - we watched the most amazing 
sunset.  Early Tuesday morning we descended the volcano on 
the far side into Negros Oriental.  It was an unforgettable 1st 
men’s retreat! (see pictures on the back page) 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

• The Bible Studies - for the Word to change lives 
• Upcoming events - Christmas play / New Years 
• The people in the Bukid (mountain) - to be open to Jesus! 
• Strength for those families who are standing up for Jesus! 
• The radio - favor with the ‘franchise’ - and the NTC  
• Our marriage -  grow closer to Jesus & each other 
• Still praying for God to give us a ‘Baby Hinchey’... 
• Flexibility and humility - we would both be full of Jesus! 
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