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T hings have been moving at a quick pace around here - so fast in 

fact we did not even get a chance to send out a newsletter last 

month. Here is a brief update on what we have been up to... 
 

Christmas	program	2011	- we celebrated Christmas this year with 

our 3rd annual Christmas Nativity play.  Many of the kids from the 

church dressed up as shepherds, kings, and sheep along with Mary 

and Joseph to reenact the birth of Jesus.   There was also an all kids 

choir that sang along with timeless Christmas Carols.   
 

New	Years	celebration	2011	- On New Years Eve we had our 3rd 

annual Prophecy update. It was exciting time of looking at the 

prophetic role of Israel in God’s Word.  It left everyone looking up - 

because Jesus is coming soon! After the teaching we all went up to 

the top of the hill and had a wonderful .ireworks show. It was a 

GREAT way to ring in the New Year.      
 

CCBF	Team	2012	-	We had a team from Calvary Chapel Bible Fellowship come over in the later half of January.  

They wanted to ‘spy out the land’ as they are praying about brining over a Junior High team to help with Summer 

Camps in 2013.  It is always a blessing to be able to spend some time with dear friends from afar. 
 

My	Father	- came along with the team from CCBF.  He will be staying with us here and helping out with the 

ministry.  He is 73 years old and stepping out to be a 

missionary – you have to love it.  His plan is to start doing 

Bible studies in the local prison and schools.  He did come 

with some physical challenges we are had to prepare for.  He 

has been a diabetic for almost 60 years and has multiple 

health complications including being in a wheel chair so we 

have had to gut our house and make it handicap friendly. 

Please keep him in prayer as he also has Waldenstroms 

disease (an	auto-immune	disorder) that has caused his red 

blood cell count to drop. He has been stuck in the house for 

two weeks (studying	10	hours	a	day) taking medications to try 

and raise his blood count.  

 

Ernie	and	Sadie	Stock	- A young couple from CCBF also came 

over with the team.  They plan on being here for at least two 

months (as	a	trial	run) helping out with worship and the youth ministry.  There is a HUGE opportunity and need 

here for someone to reach out the youth in the Bukid (mountain).  We have been praying for several years now 

for someone to start reaching out them and are excited to see what the Lord will do with Ernie and Sadie.  They 

already have the youth helping out with worship on Sunday mornings!  Please be in prayer with them as they 

seek the Lord as to whether this is where He wants them to stay on a long-term basis. 

 

Earthquake	- We had a 6.8 earthquake hit our Island on February 6th around 12pm.  There were over 1500 

aftershocks in the week that followed!  It is the strongest earthquake anyone here can remember ever 

experiencing.  The earthquake hit the eastern part of the Island the hardest (we	are	on	the	west	coast) killing 41 

with over 60 people sill missing.  It collapsed homes, bridges, and ripped open roads.  It has also opened up the 

opportunity to share Jesus with people.  We have heard 

many stories of people crying out to Jesus in the midst 

and aftermath of the quake.   

 

Children’s	Hunger	Fund	- About 3 months ago we were 

asked if we would like to give out a years supply of 

vitamins to 100 children in our community from an 

organization called Children's Hunger Fund. Many of the 

kids in the Bukid eat a limited diet of .ish and rice and 

the vitamins provide a much needed supplement.  We 

opened the program up to the church have already had 

over 50 kids sign up.  We take their picture and weight 

them so they can see their health improve over the 

course of the year.  
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Radio	station	update	- We had a bit of a setback with our franchise for the radio.  The congressman who was working with us to pass the bill 

to give us the right to set up radio stations here in the Philippines passed away month from a heart attack.  We are not sure where that leaves 

us in with the application process.  We will likely have to wait and see who is elected to replace him and begin the process again.  The radio 

continues to be a wonderful avenue to spread the Word of God into the community.  Please continue to pray we are given favor with 

whomever becomes the new representative in our area. 
 

House	update	- the construction on our house in the Bukid is coming to a completion.  All of the concrete work should be .inished up this 

week.  We will begin to put up the trusses for the roof - and Lord willing - we should be able to move into the house in a little over a month! 
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We are at a place now in the ministry where everything is rather well established – kind of in a groove – but the pressing thought is what is 

next.  We desire to see a national church, led my local leaders, supported by local resources.  Sounds simple enough, but we have been making 

very little head way when it comes to the local leadership part.  The guys are more than willing to attend Bible studies – and even year long 

discipleship/leadership classes.  Yet when it comes time for them to step up – the become shy and back away. 
 

We would be more than wiling to spend the next 10 / 20 / or even 30 years here teaching the word and ministering to the people if it meant 

that is what it took for them to mature and eventually step up to take the church as their own.  Yet what we see is that 10 years down the road 

chances are the men are going to have pretty much the same hesitations as they have today.  The church might be bigger, certainly the saints 

more grounded in the Word, but still will the same fundamental reservations on taking the reigns.  So perhaps the expectation is that no 

matter when the transition takes place – it is going to be a challenge. 
 

With that in mind we went to the example of Jesus to see what might be the best way to approach things.  I found it interesting that Jesus 

ministered to and taught His disciples for only 3 years.   Why 3 years?  Jesus could have been with them for 20 or 30 years.  When His time 

came to a close He even told the disciples exactly what was going to happen (go	to	Jerusalem,	betrayed,	cruci�ied,	and	the	3	day	resurrected).  

Yet His disciples refused to listen - ‘no Lord’.  They did not want the responsibility – they did not want Jesus to leave.  Jesus listened to them, 

loved them, taught them, but their refusal did not change His plans.  If He had waited for them to be ready – He might never have left.  Yet He 

had to go – whether they wanted him to or not / whether they thought they were ready or not – before they would be able to step up and 

become all God intended for them to be.  I have always found it interesting that Jesus told His disciples the Holy Spirit could not come unless 

He left – John	16:7.  Why did Jesus have to leave before the Spirit could come?  I have to think practically it is because while He was there – 

the disciples would not have cried out to and looked for the Holy Spirit to empower them – there was no need.  The application for us - while 

Jen and I are here there is no need for the men we are discipling to step out – cry out to God.  We must get out of the way so they can become 

all that God intends for them to be. 
 

We also thought about the practical model God has set before us – the family.  If you ask a child if they want the responsibility of chores or not 

– they are going to say no every time.  You do not ask a child – you tell them because you know what is good for them – even if they do not 

understand why.  You are training them up to be responsible and Godly young men and women.  In the same way if we ask young believers if 

they want responsibility – or if they want to just sit on a bench and be spoon fed the Word of God – it should come as no surprise what they 

answer will be.  Yet because we love of them we prod them to step beyond what they are comfortable with – provoke them to step out in faith. 
 

Does that mean we think we will to turn the church over in the next 6 months or even a year – not likely.  We imagine realistically it is more 

likely a 2-5 year transition in the making.  It seems to us the key is to start talking about it – telling the guys the transition is coming – and 

then sticking to the timeline.  Getting them ready – then getting out of the way – so they call out and watch what the Spirit will do in their 

lives.  So they can grow and mature to become the Godly leaders we know in our hearts they are meant to be.  This is where we have to step 

out in faith.  Trust that the work the Lord has done through us – will stand – even when we let it go.  Easy to write – something tells me when 

the times comes – this part will keep me up at night.  Please be in prayer with us as we begin to step out into a new season here in the Bukid! 
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• The Bible Studies - for the Word to change lives 

• New Bibles studies to be taught by Filipino teachers 

• The people in the Bukid (mountain) - to be open to Jesus! 

• Strength for those families who are standing up for Jesus! 

• The radio - direction with the ‘franchise’ - and the NTC  

• Pray for the Lord to heal my Dad 

• Ernie and Sadie - return to the US after 2 months or stay here 

• For things to go smoothly as we .inish the house in the Bukid 

• Our marriage -  grow closer to Jesus & each other 

• Please pray for God’s will for us concerning children 

• Flexibility and humility  - we would be full of Jesus! 
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