
Jen and I have been blessed to serve here at the Barn since 2014 and these last 6 years have 
been precious. We have seen God do amazing miracles (the birth of our daughter Hallel), we 
have made incredible friendships, and been privileged to be a part of many remarkable 
ministries! Which is what makes what comes next bitter sweet. The Lord has been stirring our 
heart for a couple of years now to step back out into the missions field. Prior to coming back to 
CCBF we served for 6 years planting a church in a remote mountain community of the 
Philippines. The desire is to return to that same Island but this time step out to see if the Lord 
might want to start a church in a city called Bacolod. 

Our plan is simple. First we desire to make disciples. In Matthew 28:19-20 there are 4 verbs in 
what we call the Great commission, but only one is a command, make disciples (imperative 
mood in the Greek).  The other three verbs amplify how to make disciples (go / baptize / teach). 
The Calvary Chapel model of a church can be summed up in teach the sheep and love the 
sheep.  Therefore our desire is to simply teach and love the sheep, teach them and love them 
with the intent of making disciples. How? In Acts 2:42 the Holy Spirit lays out the 4 pillars of the 
church. The Apostles Doctrine (teaching), the Breaking of Bread (communion), Fellowship / and 
prayer.  We hope to make disciples by simply; Teaching of the Word (Learning about Jesus), 
Communion (Remembering the sacrifice of Jesus), Fellowship (Encouraging one another in their 
walk with Jesus), Prayer (Talking to Jesus). In other words making disciple is all about Jesus! 

Second we desire to see a national (duplicatable) church. What would a church plant in Bacolod 
look like? In Acts 15 the counsel of Jerusalem is called together to deal with issue of the Law 
and Grace, but there is also a missions application.  The church in Jerusalem decided that the 
gentile churches did not need to adopt the customs of the Jews in order to be saved.  Now, the 
decision was not that the churches in Jerusalem should stop their customs, only that the gentile 
churches did not need to adopt them.  In other words when Paul went out church planting he 
did not need to establish a Jewish church.  He came knowing only Christ and Him crucified (I 
Corinthians 2:2).  Paul let the Holy Spirit do the work of defining the church in the cities and 
cultures he was in.  What a lesson!  The desire is to not establish an American church in the 
Philippines!  The desire is to bring the gospel then let the Holy Spirit define the church.  The 
disciples who are raised up in the church will then have a model that they can follow and 
reproduce!  If an American church were established the disciples would have a hard time 
duplicating the work.  They are not American and do not have American resources.  By allowing 
the Holy Spirit to establish a nationally defined church those raised up will have a model to 
follow!  

Third we desire to raise up national leaders. The best person to minister to a group is someone 
from within that group.  I will never be accepted as a Filipino.  No matter how proficient I might 
be in the language, or how familiar I am with the culture, I will always be an outsider. A national 
leader has none of those barriers, he is better equipped to minister to his people. What is 
needed is to simply provide the opportunity for those disciples to step out in faith.   

I saw this example played out in the church in Himamaylan.  The Lord raised up men from within 
the fellowship as leaders and pastors. Through the observation of the work of the Holy Spirit in 
those men it was obvious to recognize and appoint the leaders according to the anointing of PH
IL

IP
PI

N
ES

January 2020
“How shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful are 

the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of 
good things!” - Romans 10:15



God (Acts 14:21-23). The desire is to do the same thing again in Bacolod. We will begin by starting a Home 
Fellowship teaching through the Bible.  If the Lord blesses and the study  grows to a place where it can no longer fit 
in the home we are meeting in there is wonderful opportunity that is presented.  I could make a decision about 
renting a facility, but I would inadvertently teach them to listen to and follow me.  The other option is to encourage 
the disciples to seek Jesus for a solution, and let them make a decision on where to meet.  This way they learn to go 
to the Lord for answers and to have to trust in Him.  Maturity and growth in the Christian walk comes directly from 
plugging people into Jesus.  The challenge is that it is much easier to do the work ourselves, and those we are 
teaching would much rather listen to us.  It is easier to follow and hear from a man than it is to follow God and hear 
from God.  

It is through opportunity to make real decisions, with real consequences (good and bad), that men are able to step 
out in faith and learn. That is how we learned; there are no short-cuts. The same Holy Spirit that speaks to and 
guides us will guide them as well. Not that there will not be challenges, there are always challenges, but when men 
are given the opportunity to step out in faith and serve, they will learn to depend on Jesus! Then those disciples  can 
go out and duplicate the work throughout the country.   

The desire for Bacolod is to seek to be replaced right from the start.  To raise up disciples to take the church (making 
it a national fellowship).  Also the desire to see a church established that it is not dependent on America, but defined 
by the Holy Spirit in such a way that it is duplicatable.  Then from Bacolod to see dimples raised up and sent out 
(missions) to reach other areas of the Philippines and beyond.   

We will be leaving the US on January 20 to help out with a two week Short Term missions trip. The plan is to travel all 
over the Philippines putting on concerts with Jana Alayra. Then on January 31 we will travel to Japan for 3 months to 
help out Pastor Glen at CC Iwakuni. We will return to the Philippines on April 16 just in time to help with another 
Short Term team from CC Dickinson, ND who will be putting on a Vacation Biblsase School and Summer camp for 
the church in the Mountain (Simbahan sa Bukid). After that team leaves on May 8 we will be looking to establish a 
residence in Bacolod and start a small home fellowship… Your prayers are GREATLY appreciated! 

Love, 
David, Jen, and Hallel


