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“Who knows whether you have come... for such a time as this?” - Esther 4:14

It goes without saying that things have been interesting
around these parts the past few weeks. Although life in
the city of lwakuni has been relatively untouched by
recent events, the Military base (MVCAS Iwakuni air
base) that the church ministers to has made some
sweeping decisions in light of the situation in the
States. Those decisions have had immediate impact
on how we ‘do church’. It began with a mandatory two
week ROM (restriction of movement) for anyone
returning from ANYWHERE in the world to the airbase.
It was a retroactive order that included anyone who
had come into contact with people who had recently
returned. We had several pilots at church who had
recently come back and attended a Sunday service.
That meant that not only those pilots, but technically
anyone they greeted at church, would be under
mandatory ROM for two weeks. In respect for the
policy the decision was made to close down the
church for two weeks and instead stream all services
online. Which is were things got interesting...

Calvary lwakuni did not have a live stream set up (or
even a video camera to stream from). The decision to
go to online services was made on a Thursday night.
We had around 48 hours to put together an online
solution before the first online service on Sunday
morning! It involved some creative patchwork but,
along with a LOT of grace, we were able to get it up
and running in time and had our first live stream
service two Sundays ago.

Since that point MCAS Iwakuni has made further
decisions completely locking down the whole base

indefinitely. So we are in the midst of coming up solutions (like so many other churches) on how to
best minster to a congregation in spite of physical separation. We already have all the Bible studies
streaming live (including the mid week services | have been teaching through in the book of Daniel).
We also hope to have several special services posted in the coming weeks (Origins of the Bible /
Seder supper / Good Friday / and Resurrection Sunday services). We are also working on creative
solutions for how to incorporate interactive Women’s ministry Bible studies and Children’s ministry
curriculum for parents to use with their kids while they are restricted to the base.



The unexpected closure of the church
has provided a unique opportunity. As
we mentioned in the last newsletter we
have been working on some projects at
the church (remodel of the kitchen). The
shut down of weekly on site services
has allowed for us to dedicate more
time to these projects without being
concerned about having to reset for
services.

For those who are wondering the
answer to the cliff hanger from the last

newsletter... we did not finish the kitchen before Pastor Glenn returned. But the it was completed shortly thereafter and
looks great! That was by no means the end of the projects... Even before the kitchen was done we began a project to
replace all the lights in the sanctuary. We tore down all the old florescent ballasts and installed LED can lighting. We then
embarked on an ambitious project to repaint the old worn out ceiling tiles. Unfortunately there was no easy way to go about
this. We have to painstakingly remove each of the over 250 tiles (each mounted with 14 screws) so we could paint them.

Then reverse the process to remount the tiles, replacing ones that were old and
worn. The end result is quite impressive though. The low ceilings of the church
are muted by the new flat black paint tiles giving the impression of a much more
expansive interior. The final (ish) remodel project will be reworking the church
sound system. We are replacing archaic Yamahas with newer QSC ceiling
mounted speakers. The end result of all this should be some nice refreshing (and
practical) updates when the church does resume its services!

As | stop and ponder recent events it leaves me with a couple of concluding
thoughts. The first is how God ALWAYS provides. While human nature is self
seeking those who have faith in Jesus have the divine nature and seek to help
others. If believers know a need they will help (as we have seen so many times
recently). That is the divine nature. But there is a contrast between the divine
nature and divine direction. If people do not know a need, yet God leads them to
help, that is divine direction. It is the best way to confirm God is leading and
doing a work. There is no need to let people know about a need - God is more
than faithful to provide!

The second is realizing that life offers different seasons. We are blessed to be in
Japan at the time of the cherry blossoms (sakura). As beautiful as the flowers are
they only last for a very short season (a few weeks). Some seasons are short,
while others can last far longer. How long will we be in this current season - only
the Lord knows. But | am inspired by the the words of Paul. “Let us not grow
weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”
- Galatians 6:9. It is not so much about what season we find ourselves in, or how
long it lasts, it is about not growing weary knowing the Lord is working and has a
purpose!

Love,
David, Jen, and Hallel




