VALENTINES DINNER

Valentine was a leader in the early church who was executed for his faith in Jesus under Emperor
Claudius Il in 269 AD. The early church remembered him not because he sold romance, but because
he stood firm for Christ. February 14 [his birthday] became a day to honor faithfulness, not
sentimentality. The connection between Valentine’s Day and romantic love didn‘t appear until over a
thousand years later. Only in the last century and a half has it become a massive commercial event

i with hundreds of millions of flowers and chocolates sold in a single day.

How did a man who gave his life for Jesus become a marketing strategy for candy and bouquets?
Because the world is comfortable with shallow love. The world is happy to celebrate love as long as it
is sentimental, convenient, and temporary. A dinner reservation, a dozen roses, a box of chocolate,
but biblical love is something far deeper. Love is not a product, it is a Person. Love is Jesus Christ.
Love forgives mistakes. Love endures suffering. Love is sacrifice. Love says we lay down our life.

Valentine gave his life because he believed that love was worth
dying for, because Christ first loved him. So while is it good to enjoy

the flowers if you receive them, enjoy the dinner if you go out, but

do not confuse symbols for substance. True love is not found in a bouquet.
It is found at the cross of Christ!

[:U RRENT EVENTS As many of you have heard Israel and the United States launched a surpirsg
attack on Iran over the weekend. Based on key intelligence they
received they successfuly launced a syncornized assult and were able to kill the Ali
Khamenei [the supreme leader of Iran].

Iran holds a special place in Bible prophecy. The prophet Ezekiel describes the nation of
Iran [Persia] as the hooks that draw Russia [Magog] into a war with Israel, but God will
supernaturally step in and save His people [Ezekiel 38:18]. Yet in the aftermath of this
miracle a man will step up and call for peace and safety [1 Thessalonians 5:3]. He will
make a peace treaty with Israel for seven years [Daniel 9:27] and will rebuild their
Temple. The Jews will receive him as their Messiah [John 5:43], but we know him by
another name, the Antichrist [1 John 2:18].

How do recent events play into this timeline? The critical question to ask is who will
replace Ali Khamenei. In the vaccuum of power created by his death someone will step up
to lead. It would be nice to think that person would be a good man, but historically it
seems more likely that the nation will go from bad to worse. No matter what happens it is
a good reminder for us to look up - Jesus is coming soon!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

“Unless you turn from your sins and
become like little children, you will
never get into the Kingdom of
Heaven.” - Matthew 18:3

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Sunday 8:30am & 10:30am - Book of Acts
Second Tuesday 6pm - Book of Daniel
Wednesday épm - Book of Isaiah

First Wednesday 6pm - Worship & Devotion
Thursday 8am - Inductive Bible Study [online]
Second Thursday 6pm - Revelation

Friday Study 6pm - Men - Women - Youth




